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he word “Craftsman” means more than an architectural
style to four Portland-area builders who embrace the risks
and rewards of working on their own. It also means a style
of workimanship they strive for in each house they build.
They are independent builders who have come to the house-
building craft by various routes. Richard Kassebaum owned a -
landscaping business and spent time in Alaska operating a sport-
fishing business. Rick Bernard earned college degrees in psy-
_chology and landscape design. Guy Bryant started out selling
real estate. Dennis Myers worked as a finish carpenter before he
- and some friends struck out on their own.

Though their backgrounds differ, their philosophies are similar
— they enjoy being intimately involved in crafting each house,
from designing a home that fits the contours of a specific lot to
turning the key over to the client at closing. Such personal involve-
ment means they only produce one to three projects per year. '

Still, it’s an independent lifestyle each builder says he wouldn’t
give up.

“[ feel really lucky,” Dennis Myers said. “I have a job whete |
can do any phase, from shoveling gravel to designing. It’s really
stimulating. Each site and cach client are different. 1t allows mie to
have a rich varicty of projects.”

“} would probably get bored building the same box every day,” said Richard Kassebaum, pic-
tured above in the kitchen of a home he's building in the Mount Tabor nefghborhaod.

Richard Kassebaum, Kassebaum Construction

or most of his career, Richard

Kassebaum has gone it alone, first

owning a landscape business, then

moving to Alaska with his family
to launch a sport-fishing endeavor.

But when Alaska’s remoteness became
too much to bear, Kassebaum returned to
Oregon and began remodeling old homes,
then selling them. He would split off the
lots to sell to developers until he realized
eight years ago that he could build homes
on those lots himself.

He began buying lots in areas that sup-
ported smaller “starter homes” but eventu-
ally moved on to neighborhoods with
upscale Craftsman-style homes.

“1 always try to build something that
fits the neighborhood.” Kassebaum said.
“Building something different than the
neighborhood doesn’t work.”

Kasscbaum, 49, finds he must be cre-
ative when he searches for scarce infill lots
or howes on large parcels in Portlands
established neighborhoods. The pertect lot,
he said, provides cnough space for two or

more row houses that blend with classic
Portland homes, such as those he is build-
ing on Southeast 71st Street and at
Southeast 76th Avenue and Harrison Street
in the Mount Tabor neighborhood.

His previous projects have included
homes at Southeast 55th Avenue and Ash
Street and homes in the Boise-Elliot
neighborhood in North Portland.

Being an independent builder requires
taking a lot of risks, Kassebaum said.

“I am constantly trying to figure out a
way to maximize the land and create a
product of value, and I'm always creating
a new product,” he said. “It takes someone
willing to go beyond the usual house.”

[t takes about two years from the time
the tand is purchased to complete a house,
and the stretch between paying expenses
and bringing in an income can be precari-
ous, he said.

During the building process, Kasse-
baum foums on ﬂcttmt' hL details rght.
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