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he word "Craltsrnan" means more than an architectural 
style to four Portland-area builders who embrace the risks 
and rewards of working on their own. It also means a style 
of workmanship they strive for in each house they build. 

They are independent builders who have come to the house- 
building craft by various routes. Richyd Kassebaum owned a 
landscaping business and spent time in Alaska operating a sport- 
fishing business. Rick Bernard earned college degrees in psy- 
chology and landscape design. Guy Bryant started out selling 
real estate. Dcnnis Myers worked as a finish carpenter before he 
and some fnends struck out on their own. 

Though their backgrounds differ, their philosophies are similar 
- they enjoy being intimately involved in crafting each house, 
from designing a home that fits the contours of a specific lot to 
turning the key over to the client at closing. Such personal involvc- 
ment means they only produce one to three projects per year. 

Still, it's an independent lifestyle each builder says he woddn't 
give up. 

"I feel really lucky," Iknnis Myers said. "I have a Job whcl-e I 
can do any phase, frwn shtweling gravel to designing. It's really 
stimulating. Each sik and c;lch client ;u.c tliKeren1. I t  nllo\v-s nlc to 
havc a rich varicty of p~-c!jccts." 

"I wwld probably get bored building the same box every day," said Richard Kassebaum, pic- 
tured above in the kitchen of a home he's building in the Mount Tabor neighborhood. 

Richard Kassebaum, Kassebaum Construction 
or most of his career, Richard 
Kassebaum hai gone it alone, first 
owning a landscape business, then 
moving to Alaska with his family 

to launch a sport-fishing endeavor. 
But when Alaska's remoteness became 

too much to bear, Kassebaum returned to 
Oregon and began remodeling old homes, 
then selling them. He would split off the 
lots to sell to developers until he realized 
eight years ago that he could build homes 
on those lots himself. 

He began buying lots in areas that sup- 
ported smaller "starter homes" but eventu- 
ally moved on to neighborhoods with 
upscale Craftsman-style homes. 

"I always try to build something that 
fits the neighborhood," Kusscbaum said. 
"Building something different than the 
neighborhood doesn't work." 

K, , .  ,~sscbaum, 49, finds he must be csc- 
ative when hc scarclics kt[. scarcc inf i l l  lots 
or hotncs on large parccls in Portl;lntl's 
cstahlishcci i~cigl~tr)rhoocls l'he pcrtcct lot. 
llc si~id. pnwitlcs cnouqli ,;p.icc l i~i t \vo or 

more row houses that blend with classic 
Portland homes, such as those he is build- 
ing on Southeast 71st Street and at 
Southeast 76th Avenue and Harrison Street 
in the Mount Tabor neighborhood. 

His previous projects have included 
homes at Southeast 55th Avenue and Ash 
Street and homes in the Boise-Elliot 
neighborhood in North Portland. 

Being an independent builder requires 
takiig a lot of risks, Kassebaurn said. 

"I am constantly trying to figure out a 
way to maximize the land and create a 
product of value, and I'm always creating 
a new product," he said. "It takes someone 
willing to go beyond the usual house." 

It takes about two years from the time 
the land is purchased to con~plete a house, 
and the stretch between paying expenses 
and bringing in an income can he precari- 
ous, hc said. 

I>l~ring thc building process, KXSSC- 
h;111m ti)cuscs on getting thc dct;~ils right. 
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